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by   French   bribes.     At   one   such   entertainment
Katharine was made to act as hostess at her dower-
house of Havering in Essex, where, in the summer
of 1519,  we are told that,   "for their welcomyng
she   purveyed   all  thynges  in   the   most   liberalist
manner;   and  especially   she made  to   the  Kyng
suche  a  sumpteous   banket that   he   thanked   her
hartely,   and the strangers gave  it great  praise."
Later in the same year Katharine was present at
a grand series of entertainments given by the King
in the splendid new manor-house which he had built
for Lady Tailebois, who had just rejoiced him by
giving birth  to  a  son.     We  have  no   record  of
Katharine's thoughts as she took part here in the
tedious   foolery  so   minutely  described   by   Hall.
She plucked off the masks, we are told,  of eight
disguised  dancers in  long dominos  of blue  satin
and gold,  "who danced with the ladies sadly, and
communed   not   with   them   after   the   fashion   of
maskers."    Of course the masqueraders were the
Duke of Suffolk (Brandon) and other great nobles,
as the poor Queen   must well   have known ;   but
when she thought that all this mummery was to
entertain  Frenchmen,  and the house in   which it
passed was devoted to the use of Henry's mistress,
she must have covered her own heart with a more
impenetrable mask than those of Suffolk and his
companions,   if her face  was attuned  to  the gay
sights and sounds around her.
Katharine had now almost ceased to strive for
the objects to which her life had been sacrificed,
namely, the binding together of England and
Spain to the detriment of France. Wolsey had
believed that his own interests would be better